
Outdoor Learning Environments Conference – June 18, 2018 – Detailed Agenda 

 Session/Time Track A – Gaining Community Support Track B – Creating Education Programs Track C – OLE Design and Maintenance 

Session 1 - 
10:00 AM 

TBA Ag Arts: A New Experience Together 
Tina Bakehouse, Golden Hills RC&D 
 
A new experience together: that’s the power 
of agriculture and art. Learn how to use an 
interdisciplinary, educational approach with 
science and art. Ag arts camps can help 
youth, adults, and families connect, 
communicate, and create outdoors. 

Establishing and Maintaining Native Plants 
Patrick Bryant, Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge 
 
Attractive flowers, habitat for pollinators and 
plant hardiness are just a few of the benefits 
enjoyed by planting Iowa natives. From site 
preparation and planting to care and 
maintenance, explore the steps of establishing 
and maintaining native plants. 

Session 2 - 
11:00 AM 

Build Marketing Skills to Promote and 
Sustain Your OLE  
Tonya Bronleewe & Leslie Kimble, 
Environmental Finance Center 
 
Outdoor learning environments (OLEs) 
provide vast learning and development 
opportunities for students. You know it. But 
does your community understand the benefits 
of OLEs? Become an effective promoter for 
your OLE! Learn how to engage the 
community – parents, neighbors, local 
businesses – with resources and examples 
from the region. Frame your message and tell 
your story in a way that invites understanding, 
collaboration, and support of your OLE. 

Nature Play and STEM Learning 
Patty Born, Hamline University 
 
Nature is the perfect context in which to 
engage young learners in the thinking 
practices associated with science technology 
engineering and mathematics. Explore how 
children’s inherent tendencies toward play 
and their natural behaviors of exploration and 
investigation support the development of 
STEM thinking skills. 

Learning from Failure: Shifting  
perspective to design, maintain,  
and grow gardens 
Bambi Yost, College of Design, Iowa State 
University 
 
In this session, participants will learn how 
failure can be the best teacher. Outdoor 
learning environments are challenging to 
design and build, and sustaining them can be 
even more difficult. Learn about what’s 
worked and what hasn’t worked while 
designing, planting, and sustaining green 
schoolyard gardens and plantings in Denver, 
CO and Philadelphia, PA. 

Session 3 – 
1:30 PM 

TBA STEM from the Classroom to the Outdoors 
Alaine Hudlin, Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks, and Tourism 
 
Move STEM beyond the classroom walls by 
engaging students in hands on opportunities 
that apply their classroom learning. Easy to 
incorporate activities will facilitate moving 
students from inside the classroom to the 
outdoor learning site. 

Design for Outdoor Learning at a Girl 
Scout Camp 
Tom Neppl, College of Design, Iowa State 
University 
 
Learn about Tom’s recently finished master 
plan for a Girl Scout camp that provides for 
experiential and outdoor learning on a large 
scale across the entire property. Tom will also 
dive into a few small scale projects that create 
outdoor, environmental, and adventure 
learning opportunities.  

Session 4 –  
2:30 PM 

TBA TBA Mike Bell, RDG Planning and Design 
 
Description TBA 



Outdoor Learning Environments Conference – June 19, 2018 – Detailed Agenda 

8:00 AM – Tour of local Outdoor Learning Environments 

Take a tour with Story County Conservation Board staff to view and tour local outdoor 

learning environments. We’ll discuss features of successful OLEs, how the spaces were 

first established and are now maintained, how the OLEs are used for environmental 

education, and special circumstances such as valuable partnerships that help OLEs 

thrive. 

1:00 PM Session – Plant ID with Amy Yoakum, Story County Conservation Board 

2:15 PM Session – Taking STEM Outside with Linette Bernard, Saving Our Avian Resources 

 Attendees will be introduced to a group of nationally developed resources from the 

Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies North American Conservation Education Toolkit 

that support authentic learning and a project-based learning model to create relevant 

learning opportunities for students that support STEM-based learning. 


