
Outdoor Learning Environments Conference – June 18, 2018 morning sessions – Detailed Agenda 

 

 

 

  

Session/Time Track A – Gaining Community Support Track B – Creating Education Programs Track C – OLE Design and Maintenance 

 

Session 1 - 
10:00 AM 

 
Lessons from Environmental Psychology 
to Grow Community and Cultivate Care 
Bambi Yost, College of Design, Iowa State 
University 

 
Find out what motivates and cultivates long-
term volunteering and community 
engagement in school gardens based on 
research in the field of environmental 
psychology. Place attachment, service-
learning, motivational theories, empowerment, 
and ownership will be covered in detail. 
Participants will be asked to share their own 
stories to identify key factors which have led 
to personal empowerment and ownership. 

 

 
Ag Arts: A New Experience Together 
Tina Bakehouse, Golden Hills RC&D 
 
A new experience together: that’s the power 
of agriculture and art. Learn how to use an 
interdisciplinary, educational approach with 
science and art. Ag arts camps can help 
youth, adults, and families connect, 
communicate, and create outdoors. 

 
Establishing and Maintaining Native Plants 
Patrick Bryant, Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge 
 
Attractive flowers, habitat for pollinators, and 
plant hardiness are just a few of the benefits 
of planting Iowa natives. From site preparation 
and planting to care and maintenance, explore 
the steps of establishing and maintaining 
native plants. 

 

Session 2 - 
11:00 AM 

 
Build Marketing Skills to Promote and 
Sustain Your OLE  
Tonya Bronleewe & Leslie Kimble, 
Environmental Finance Center 
 
OLEs provide vast learning and development 
opportunities for students. You know it. But 
does your community? Become an effective 
promoter for your OLE! Learn how to engage 
the community – parents, neighbors, local 
businesses – with resources and examples 
from the region. Frame your message and tell 
your story in a way that invites understanding, 
collaboration, and support of your OLE. 

 

 
Nature Play and STEM Learning 
Patty Born, Hamline University 
 
Nature is the perfect context in which to 
engage young learners in the thinking 
practices associated with science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 
Explore how children’s inherent tendencies 
toward play and their natural behaviors of 
exploration and investigation support the 
development of STEM thinking skills. 

 
Drawing from Natural Inspiration 
Mike Bell, RDG Planning and Design 
 
The outdoors is an ideal learning environment 
for all types of learners, as it provides 
countless opportunities for new 
experiences.  As we think about learning 
objectives and how to fully engage learners of 
all kinds, what programming and design 
inspiration can we draw from the natural 
environment that can make the learning 
experience more meaningful and successful? 
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Session/Time Track A – Gaining Community Support Track B – Creating Education Programs Track C – OLE Design and Maintenance 

 
Session 3 – 
1:30 PM 

 
Doing More with More -- Volunteers in 
Outdoor Learning Environments 
Anne Owens, Volunteer Center of Story 
County 

 
Volunteers are a key part of community 
support for local projects. Organizations that 
effectively engage volunteers are better led, 
better managed, and more adaptable. Explore 
and develop resources and ideas for planning, 
recruiting, and engaging volunteers. Session 
participants will have the opportunity to 
develop position descriptions, recruiting 
messages, and goals for supporting 
volunteers. 

 

 
STEM from the Classroom to the Outdoors 
Alaine Hudlin, Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks, and Tourism 
 
Teaching in the outdoors affords many 
opportunities to enhance children’s learning. 
Move STEM beyond the classroom walls by 
engaging students in hands-on activities that 
apply their classroom learning. Easy-to-
incorporate activities will facilitate moving 
students from inside the classroom to the 
outdoor learning site. 

 
Design for Outdoor Learning 
Tom Neppl, College of Design, Iowa State 
University 
 
Learn about Tom’s landscape architecture 
work on projects for Ames-area sites and 
Midwestern camps that provide experiential 
and outdoor learning across a range of scale. 
Project examples will include recent work with 
a monarch butterfly waystation, site and 
master planning studies for camps in the 
Kansas City metro, and others! 

 
Session 4 –  
2:30 PM 

 
A Recipe for Capital Campaign Success: 
What You Need to Know, Even if a 
Campaign Isn’t in Your Future 
Justin Tolan, AMPERAGE Marketing & 
Fundraising 
Tammy Wright, Bur Oak Land Trust 
 
Learn the basic ingredients required to 
prepare a major fundraising effort. Donors 
have to know your organization and what it 
does before they’ll be willing to support it. 
Justin and Tammy will share a case study of 
how Bur Oak Land Trust raised over $700,000 
in a year-long campaign that emphasized 
community involvement and education—they 
even had every second grader from Solon 
Community Schools attend a kickoff event at 
one of Bur Oak Land Trust’s properties!  

 

 
Taking the Iowa Science Standards (NGSS) 
Outdoors 
Craig Edmondson, Heartland AEA 

 
Classroom teachers can reconnect students 
to the natural world by integrating the Iowa 
Science Standards (NGSS) into their lesson 
design in an outdoor setting. Outdoor 
experiences are filled with phenomena, those 
events which encourage us to wonder about 
the natural world, which can encourage 
students and adults to question their own 
personal environments. Lessons designed in 
an outdoor environment lend themselves to 
the three dimensional design of the Iowa 
Science Standards and will engage students 
at all levels to connect to the natural 
environment. 

 
Learning from Failure: Shifting  
perspective to design, maintain,  
and grow gardens 
Bambi Yost, College of Design, Iowa State 
University 
 
Failure can be the best teacher. Outdoor 
learning environments are challenging to 
design and build, and sustaining them can be 
even more difficult. Learn about what’s 
worked and what hasn’t worked while 
designing, planting, and sustaining green 
schoolyard gardens and plantings in Denver, 
CO and Philadelphia, PA. 
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8:00 AM – Tour of local Outdoor Learning Environments 

Take a tour with Story County Conservation Board staff to view and tour local outdoor 

learning environments. We’ll discuss features of successful OLEs, how the spaces were 

first established and are now maintained, how the OLEs are used for environmental 

education, and special circumstances such as valuable partnerships that help OLEs 

thrive. 

1:00 PM Session – Plant ID with Amy Yoakum, Story County Conservation Board 

2:15 PM Session – Taking STEM Outside with Linette Bernard, Saving Our Avian Resources 

 Attendees will be introduced to a group of nationally developed resources from the 

Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies North American Conservation Education Toolkit 

that support authentic learning and a project-based learning model to create relevant 

learning opportunities for students that support STEM-based learning. 


