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Vote now for ICEC ExCom
As an ICEC member, it is time to vote for new executive committee members for the 2023-2025 term. But
first, we need to thank Brab Gigar for serving two three-year terms on ICEC ExCom! Her dedication to
conservation education in Iowa has been a tremendous asset to ICEC. Our thanks also to Louis Beck for
completing his first term on ExCom.
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ExCom members work together and help ICEC provide ways for Iowa’s conservation and environmental
educators to learn, build relationships, and creatively collaborate. Voting will be open until November 30,
2023 at 5:00 p.m.

Click here for voting form!

Below are snippets of the candidate statements for the nominees for the 2024-2026 term on ICEC’s
ExCom. Please visit the ICEC website for each nominee’s complete statement (and photo).

Jared McGovern
Throughout my career, I have worked at various organizations nationwide. Most notably in Dubuque,
where I served as the Director of Conservation Programs at the National Mississippi River Museum and
Aquarium. Holding many positions and responsibilities throughout the years at the River Museum, I
believe I demonstrated a dedication to conservation and education in Iowa for the entire 15 wonderful
years I spent with this amazing organization.

At the end of August 2023, I chose a slightly different career path. Recognizing the inequities in access to
nature and the disconnect many youths feel from their wild neighbors, I choose to inspire love, fun, and
placemaking. I am happy to share that I now serve as the first Director of The Wanderwood Gardens here
in Dubuque. I am playing a pivotal role in ensuring the successful development and seamless operation of
The Gardens. My experience in education and conservation will be vital tools as I work to curate an
enriching experience for visitors while maintaining a strong commitment to ecological sustainability.

The Wanderwood Gardens is set to open its gates in Spring 2025, welcoming adventurers and day-
dreamers of all ages to embark on an unforgettable nature play experience. Read more…

Tiffany Morgan
Tiffany Morgan has been an ICEC executive committee member since 2021 and secretary since 2022.
Over the last 16 years Tiffany has served as an instructional media coordinator and educational consultant
at Iowa PBS. She works with both internal and external partners to design, develop and deliver
educational media, resources, online courses and services. Most recently she has led the Iowa Science
Phenomena project, a collaboration between Iowa PBS, Iowa organizations — including ICEC and IAN —
and educators to curate and share a growing collection of Iowa-specific NGSS phenomena. This work
includes applying for and implementing the awarded 2019 REAP-CEP Iowa Environmental Science
Phenomena and Teacher Cohort grant and 2022 REAP-CEP Iowa Science Phenomena Blitz grant. Previous
projects also include leading the identification, creation and curricular alignment of educational resources
for the Iowa PBS Iowa Land and Sky production, a project providing an entertaining and educational
exploration of Iowa communities, natural environments and environmental challenges. Read more…

Ted Neal
ICEC fills a vital role in bridging the outdoors with education. As a former public-school teacher, and now
a professor who trains teachers, I understand the value associated with connecting students with the
outdoors. My recent work includes working on the NGSS adoption committee, writing a textbook for
teaching 8th grade science standards, partnering with IPBS on the Iowa Phenomena Project, bringing
Iowa’s water quality issues and impacts to the classroom, and serving on the ICEC ExCom for the past
three years.

My day job consists of training future elementary teachers to love science, including teaching at SOW. I
coordinate the secondary science education program at the University of Iowa, mentoring and teaching
future secondary science teachers. I also coordinate the Bachelor of Science in Science Studies program
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which is a gateway to students who want to teach in informal settings, not the traditional classroom. I
believe my life experiences, coupled with a love of the outdoors, makes me a strong candidate to help
guide ICEC into the future. Read more…

Jim Pifer
I have had the privilege to coordinate and facilitate many learning experiences at the Metro Waste
Environmental Learning Center. Thousands of students and hundreds of teachers have utilized this facility
for the last 15+ years. I am the current Science Curriculum Coordinator and Southeast Polk Community
Schools. I pride myself in participating in a wide range of district, state and national initiatives (check his
full bio on the website for the list). Read more…

Back to top

Renew Membership
It’s membership renewal time! ICEC is the professional membership organization for conservation and
environmental educators in Iowa. Please continue to be part of our community.

Basic annual membership begins at the $30 level / $20 for current students. Payments made now through
December 31st will be valid for membership through the end of 2024. Please renew by the end of January
2024. Members can also contribute additional funds to help support ICEC’s various projects. All
memberships and donations are truly appreciated!

Please visit our membership page to fill out the individual membership form (remember to click the

submit button at the bottom of the form). We ask folks to do this each year so we capture correct contact
information!

On that form, you indicate how you will be paying… and if by PayPal, that link is on the website page
below the membership form. An invoice from PayPal can be emailed, if needed.

Organization Member Options
A Partner Organization Discount is available to organizations who pay for at least four individual

memberships for staff and can pay with one payment, each membership would receive a $5.00
discount off the regular membership rate. Each member of the partner organization would have individual
member benefits. Please email Linette / ICEC directly if this situation applies to your organization

A Supporting Organization membership is also available.

Back to top

Winter Workshop 2024 - Save the Date!

Climate-Smart Agriculture: Rethinking Iowa’s Land,
Water, and Food Production
February 3, 2024
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tama Hall, Hawkeye Community College

Featured Speaker: Shaffer Ridgeway - He is a District
Conservationist with the Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) in Black Hawk County working with farmers to improve
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their farming operations and the environment by conserving soil
and improving water quality. He and his wife are also
entrepreneurs, operating Southern Goods and Grazin’ Cattle,
producing fresh fruits, vegetables, and meat for local markets.

Our Winter Workshop promises to be an exciting and enriching
experience, in which we bridge the gap between food production
and conservation through education. Each year, we bring together
like-minded individuals who share a common goal: to nurture a
culture of conservation and environmental stewardship within our
communities. We want people like you to join us.

This workshop will be designed for both those deeply familiar with Iowa agriculture and food production
and those with some or little understanding! Our goal is to provide an opportunity to collaborate,
exchange ideas, and inspire and educate others about the importance of safeguarding our precious
natural resources.

The Workshop Planning Committee is hard at work securing a caterer, sponsors, and more so the
workshop fee has not been set, but the goal is to keep costs similar to last year at $50 members / $60
non-members / $25 students and AmeriCorps members.

Registration to open December 1, 2023 and will close January 23, 2024

• $10 late registration fee charged after January 23, 2024.

• All cancellations received before January 26, 2024, subject to a 25% cancellation fee.

• All cancellations received January 26, 2024 or later, subject to a 50% cancellation fee.

Watch the ICEC website for updated information and registration!

Back to top

IAN-ICEC Award  Nominations Due Soon
Have you or someone you know done something great for conservation or environmental education (CE /
EE) in Iowa? Nominate them (or yourself) for an IAN-ICEC Award for Excellence in Environmental
Education. These awards are a great way to recognize the wonderful CE / EE happenings in Iowa.

Nominations must be submitted no later than 11:59 p.m. CT December 1, 2023.

Learn more and download the nomination form here!
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Changing Faces and New Roles
Departure
Barb Gigar departed from her 35-year career at the Iowa Department of Natural Resources on August 31.
She served in the role of Fish Iowa/Angler R3 Coordinator. What Barb enjoyed and will miss the most is
being a part of the conservation education community and the outstanding professionals who work daily
to connect people to our natural resources. Barb plans to remain active in the conservation education field
in some fashion and will most likely cross paths with many of our staff and partners in the future.

Welcome
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources recently hired Gus Elliott as the Conservation Education
Specialist with statewide responsibilities.
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Gus received his bachelor's degree from the University of Iowa and his master's degree from Western
Illinois. He previously worked as a public school teacher and principal and served in a two-year temporary
role within the agency. Gus is passionate about bridging the gap between teachers/students and the
DNR's tremendous resources and careers. He loves to spend time with his family and do anything
outdoors. Gus resides near Blue Grass with his wife Liz, son Archie, and daughter Addie, along with Remi
and Trigger.

The primary purpose of Gus' position is to create and revise curricula and instructional materials along
with coordination of angler education, conservation education, and outdoor skills-based programs across
the state. He will plan, organize, and conduct formal and informal educational training and programming
focusing on aligning with statewide initiatives and standards. Gus will ensure that DNR programming is
available and applicable for multiple subject areas (STREAM - Science, Technology, Research, Engineering,
Arts, and Mathematics) and is differentiated for various grade levels. He will support collaborative angler
recruitment and retention efforts in Iowa by developing local community leader capacity for planning,
promoting, and implementing sustainable family/community-based fishing initiatives. Gus' position will be
based out of the Fairport Fish Hatchery, but he will have work responsibilities statewide. You can reach
Gus by email at Gus.Elliott@dnr.iowa.gov.

ICEC Welcomes New Ex-officio Members to the Board
ICEC utilizes ex-officio members to ensure we are in consistent communication with important partners in
the field of conservation education and natural resource stewardship. ExCom has a long-tenured ex-officio
member, Jerry Neppel, from the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship. Joining Jerry as
ex-officio members of ExCom are Chris Like, Iowa Department of Education; Carlee Sabus, Conservation
Districts of Iowa; and Megan Wisecup, Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
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Iowa Envirothon
Envirothon is an environmental and natural resource conservation problem-solving, team-building, and
leadership experience and competition for 9th – 12th grade students across the U.S. In Iowa, the
Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI) manage this competition, with support from ICEC.

Iowa Envirothon challenges students statewide to hone
critical thinking skills and create inventive solutions to the
complex local environmental and natural resource issues
facing Iowans today. Through regional and the state
competition, teams of Iowa high school students earn a
chance to deep dive into valuable environmental and
natural resource problem-solving, team-building, and leadership experiences.

In Iowa, teams of students sign up for regional, on-line exams. The teams with the top 15 scores at the
regional level are invited to the state competition at a central Iowa location in the spring.

The format of the state competition is different in that it is conducted in-person and involves hands-on
activities using environmental science and conservation equipment. The same four areas (soil, water,
wildlife, and forestry) are covered plus a current environmental issue and an oral presentation. The 2024
current environmental issue is “Renewable Energy for A Sustainable Future.”

ICEC and CDI are wanting to reach more students outside the traditional FFA audience! To help with the
contest learning curve, ICEC will be creating and sharing video tutorials to help teams learn how to use
the environmental science and conservation equipment used at the state competition. These videos will
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be posted on the ICEC Envirothon page!

2024 Iowa Envirothon Registration is now Open! Registration due by February
23, 2024.

See the Conservation Districts of Iowa website for information about the 2024 Envirothon to see if

this program could fit in your school FFA chapter, AP Science class, TAG, or student organization. Start
planning now!
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Game Jam 2024 Registration Open!
Educational Game Jams provide opportunities for students to develop games around a theme. They
can inspire curiosity, creativity, collaboration, optimism, and problem-solving skills at any grade level.  An
informational webinar on November 16 will introduce educators to game jams and this year’s opportunity.
We will also have a special guest from Iowa State University to discuss “What’s Wrong in Waterville?” – an
educational simulation about Iowa water.

An informational webinar is scheduled for November 16, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. Please register for this

Zoom meeting here!

The Iowa Environmental Game Jam is a collaborative effort between ICEC, Iowa Project WILD, and
will highlight conservation topics of interest in Iowa.

• Iowa Endangered species

• Iowa’s Prairies

• Protecting Iowa Waters

• Iowa Invasive Species

• Renewable energy

• Soil health

ICEC Game Jam Registration opened November 1, 2023!

Please complete this form so we can communicate with you about the jam and
opportunities.

Details

• Open to students in grades 3-12 (Grades 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12)

• Games can be analog (card games, board games, role playing games) or digital

• Teams should be 2-5 students

All student teams must submit their game description and up to a 4-minute video by March 31, 2024
to be included in judging. A link to the submission form will be shared with all educators after they
register.

• Games will be judged and winners selected in April, 2024.

• Winners will be selected for the following categories:

◦ Grades 3-5, analog; Grades 3-5, digital

◦ Grades 6-8, analog; Grades 6-8, digital

◦ Grades 9-12, analog; Grades 9-12, digital

• All topics will be combined for judging.

Contact ICEC for additional questions!
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PEEPs
The initial survey of conservation education  and environmental
education service providers and their program offerings has ended.
ICEC had hoped for even greater participation from our partners in
CE/EE, but we did have over a 13 percent response rate from our
list of providers in Iowa.

The Kansas affiliate has a graduate student that has started
looking at the data from the initial survey. We will share any findings and conclusions drawn.

ICEC will keep you in the loop on the next steps in this regional collaborative effort

to collectively build capacity to advance CD/EE programming across the region.

Back to top

ICEC Resources

Check out these resources available on the ICEC website!

• Calendar of events and courses from ICEC, co-sponsored by ICEC, our partner organizations,

and others.
• WILD Resources

◦ Monthly email to support Project WILD and Aquatic WILD (sign up here)

◦ Book search for PK-12 and parents / educators

◦ Project WILD and Aquatic WILD Workshops and Courses

• KinderNature includes on the homepage weekly tips in "Max's Corner" and highlighted activity

from the activity bank in KinderNature
◦ Monthly email to support Growing Up WILD (sign up here)

◦ Book search for PK-2 and parents / educators

◦ Growing Up WILD Workshops and Courses

• Authentic Iowa Data Resources

Back to top

Student Scholarships and Research
Graduate Student seeks research participants
My name is Colleen Gariton, and I am requesting your help with some research to better understand what
teaching techniques and experiences non-formal environmental educators are using in their programs and
their goals for their students. The hope is that this information will better inform us about what is
occurring in these programs and learn what we can do to help you and what you need to be more
effective.

Please fill out the survey at the link below. It should take about 15 minutes and all answers are
anonymous, with no personal information being collected. This is part of my dissertation at the University
of Florida. If you have any questions or concerns or would like a copy of the research once it is published,
please contact me at colleenh@ufl.edu.

Thank you,
Colleen Gariton
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Survey Link >>> https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_73ezraXMvYWAayO

Iowa Chapter Soil and Water Conservation student scholarship
The Iowa Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society has recently announced that the scholarship
application has been extended to December 1, 2023. Eligibility has also been modified from “resident of
Iowa,” to “resident of Iowa or attending college in Iowa.” Learn more at the Iowa Chapter website.

Please contact Jerry Neppel, President, Iowa Chapter SWCS at 515-450-2325.

North Central Region Water Network 2024 Watershed Internship Program - Applications now
open
Water resource management is complex and professionals in the field need an understanding of
agriculture, natural resources, communication, social sciences and economics, public health, and planning
and project management to be successful. The summer 2024 Watershed Management Research and
Outreach Undergraduate Internship Program helps students from all backgrounds gain valuable
experience that will help them pursue future careers in watershed management. Learn more here.
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Professional Development

Project WILD
Check out these Iowa Project WILD Online Training Modules, available with or without re-certification

credit to receive the new Project WILD and Aquatic WILD guides! The goal of Project WILD is to develop
awareness, knowledge, skills, and commitment resulting in informed decisions, responsible behavior, and
constructive actions concerning wildlife and the environment. Each online module includes an overview of
the guide and resources for Aquatic WILD  and Project WILD; you may order a copy of the guide upon

completion of the activities included in the "modules" on this site. Click here to learn about re-

certification credit through Iowa AEAs for Project WILD / Aquatic WILD. Email the state coordinator

for more info on the credit option.

University of Northern Iowa
Water Science in Iowa Workshop for Teachers - Check out this opportunity for only 12 teachers in this
grant-funded opportunity to learn and engage in Iowa’s Emerging Water Quality Issues! Check out the

UNI website and consider applying!

The University of Northern Iowa MA Science Education graduate program for K-12 teachers will be
starting up a new cohort in Summer 2024. Learn more at online.uni.edu/science-education. If you have

any questions, please contact Dawn Del Carlo, UNI Science Education Graduate Coordinator
(sciedgradcoord@uni.edu)

Blank Park Zoo  
Check out these teacher workshops from the Blank Park Zoo! These academic year workshops run 4:00

to 9:30 p.m. on Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. Each class cost is $50.00 to help cover
materials and meals, payable to Blank Park Zoo online; plus AEA credit fees (information regarding AEA
registration will be sent to participants prior to each class). Workshops held in either the Events Center or
Discovery Center Conference rooms at the zoo.

• November 10 & 11, 2023 – Lamarck, and Wallace, and Darwin – Oh, My!

• January 19 & 20, 2024 – Biomimicry and Inspiration

• February 16 & 17, 2024 – Nature-Centered Science for PreK-2

• March 22 & 23, 2024 – Art and Science

Project Dragonfly
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Apply now for 2024 courses through Miami University’s Project Dragonfly for graduate courses and
master's degrees that offer extraordinary experiences through zoos and botanical gardens. Click here to
learn about their Advanced Inquiry Program, Global Field Program, and Earth Expeditions. Graduate

tuition for all programs is greatly reduced because of support from Miami University. NEW for 2024
Applicants: To help make a Miami education more accessible and affordable, the Miami University
Graduate School will waive the $50 application fee for those who attend an Information Session

preceding the fee payment step of the application process.

Harbinger Consultancy offers high-quality, hands-on and inspiring skill-building courses. These courses
are geared toward the needs of small towns, rural communities, neighborhoods, and those organizations
that partner with or serve these areas. Check out Fall 2023 and Winter 2024 offerings.

Children & Nature Network (C&CN)
2024 Conference - Save the Date
May 28-31, 2024 in Madison, Wisconsin
Save the Date for the world's largest gathering of children and nature advocates! Join colleagues from a
broad range of sectors on the shores of Lake Monona to connect, learn and lead. The conference will be
held at Monona Terrace, an iconic feature of Madison’s downtown skyline, filled with natural light and
offering rooftop gathering spaces complete with native plantings, pollinator gardens and incredible lake
views. Look for early bird registration in November. Call for presenters deadline for this conference is due
by November 8, 2023 at Midnight Pacific Time. Learn more here.
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Resources from NAAEE

Have you checked out eePRO to see all the fabulous resources and
opportunities? Bookmark this page and visit when needing inspiration.

The NAAEE campaign Outside for 5 encourages teachers and educators to
engage in outdoor learning for at least five minutes a day, five days a week, or
any meaningful amount of time. Learn more at the Outside for 5 website.

Back to top

Resources and Links

Project Learning Tree
Recommended Reading!

Jayden’s Impossible Garden
By Maggie McBride
Help young learners discover the beauty of nature, even in the heart of a bustling city. In this
recommended reading, Jayden sees nature everywhere in his urban environment, from dandelions
growing through the sidewalk cracks to squirrels and birds. Explore Jayden’s Impossible Garden and PLT
activities that can accompany learners’ journeys!

Iowa PBS Phenomena Project
Iowa Science Phenomena is a website and service dedicated to supporting classrooms through a curated
collection of user-generated, Iowa-focused science phenomena. Explore videos highlighting Iowa master

teachers modeling phenomena-based strategies and practices in their classroom as well as elementary,
middle and high school students sharing their experiences learning with Iowa-based phenomena. Explore
these videos and learn how you can use and contribute to the Iowa Science Phenomena website today!

https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=be51c7975a&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=be51c7975a&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=195e9f7fd6&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=195e9f7fd6&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=721d8e2cc3&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=721d8e2cc3&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=90c941d164&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=90c941d164&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=170952bc2f&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=170952bc2f&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=6262bf5fb4&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=6262bf5fb4&e=aee4099b4f
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=86d96c0bec&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1781360061744008213&simpl=msg-f:1781360061744008213#m_-326144162793296035_Top
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=86d96c0bec&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1781360061744008213&simpl=msg-f:1781360061744008213#m_-326144162793296035_Top
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=af93abdce6&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=af93abdce6&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=90ed1dcc9e&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=90ed1dcc9e&e=aee4099b4f
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=86d96c0bec&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1781360061744008213&simpl=msg-f:1781360061744008213#m_-326144162793296035_Top
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=86d96c0bec&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1781360061744008213&simpl=msg-f:1781360061744008213#m_-326144162793296035_Top
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=06a0957ffa&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=06a0957ffa&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=150f77601b&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=150f77601b&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=f6913dfcd7&e=aee4099b4f
https://iowaee.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e8d40482579285ad1f56d4fa&id=f6913dfcd7&e=aee4099b4f


National Science Teaching Association
“What, Graphing can be fun and engaging this year?!” Check out this Science Scope article from

Kristin Hunter-Thomson about data!

Iowa State University - The EcoTheatre Lab
The Art of Climate Dialogue: Stories from Iowa, a podcast series featuring thirteen conversations with
artists, farmers, community-engaged researchers, and community organizers and activists who have used
arts and storytelling strategies to talk about climate change and agriculture in Iowa. Through this podcast,
interviewees share these strategies so that listeners can implement them in their own communities. Find
the podcast at https://www.ecotheatrelab.com/the-art-of-climate-dialogue.

Upper Iowa University Noyce Grant
Please share this information with aspiring science teachers in high school or early in their college career.
Upper Iowa University was awarded a grant by the National Science Foundation and the Robert Noyce
Teacher Scholar Program. The “Mentoring Awesome Science Teacher Education Recruits” (MASTER)
project will prepare 15 UIU All Science majors to teach science in high-poverty, high-need, and rural
schools in Iowa. Learn more on the UIU website.

Children & Nature Network (C&CN)
Colorado State University researchers forge new trails to bridge the gap between research and

practice in outdoor programming, October 2023

In search of a greener schoolyard: As the planet heats up, green schoolyards offer a world of

benefits, August 2023

Cities Connecting Children to Nature (CCCN)
Equity mapping resource guide for children and nature connections
Once cities understand the importance of nature access for all young children, they realize they need to
answer a basic question: Where do young children live, play and learn without access to nature in our
city? These are the areas that require investment and further attention to ensure that all children share
the benefits of nature equitably.

A growing number of cities, particularly CCCN cities, use equity mapping to answer this question. Nature
equity maps depict how natural green space appears in a city relative to key demographic, economic, and
social vulnerability data. Cities use these maps to prioritize resources such as park access, nature
programming, green space renovations and more.

To help cities navigate the process of creating nature equity maps, CCCN created a new Equity Mapping

Resource Guide. This Resource Guide is based on the experience of these five CCCN cities: Batesville,

AR; Boulder, CO; Imperial Beach, CA; Prescott, AZ; and San Francisco, CA. Explore resources and read

the city case studies.

National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF)
Quad Cities Students Capture Creativity through Greening Stem Project, August 2, 2023

Erin Allen from Bettendorf Middle School is mentioned in this article. If you attended Winter Workshop
2023, Erin and Chris Like were presenters!

Climate Literacy & Energy Awareness Network (CLEAN)

• Browse the CLEAN Collection by NGSS Topic - CLEAN supports teaching and learning about
climate and energy with 850+ free peer-reviewed, scientifically accurate, and classroom-ready
resources.

• Explore the CLEAN Collection of climate and energy learning - Accurate education about
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climate and energy topics has never been more important, and it can be challenging to locate
reliable, vetted educational materials to use in your classroom.

• How does energy affect wildlife? - This activity asks students to consider impacts to wildlife
from different types of electricity generation.

New Resource for Teaching Climate Change
Teaching Climate Change: Fostering Understanding, Resilience, and a Commitment to Justice
Mark Windschitl, Professor in Science Education, University of Washington
(...and he’s an Iowa State University Alum)

Back to top

Other News
Using the Outdoors as an Extension of Your Classroom, Edutopia, October 10, 2023

Management Can be Messy, INHF, September 27, 2023

The Land Writes Back, Iowa Learning Farms, 2022

Back to top

The Iowa Conservation Education Coalition (ICEC) is a 501(c)3 Iowa non-profit first organized in 1958!
We have a long-standing tradition of providing professional development to formal and non-formal
educators in conservation and environmental education. ICEC is the unifying voice for conservation and
environmental education in Iowa.

ICEC needs you! If you need to renew your membership, visit our website. Memberships expire on

December 31 and should be renewed by January 31. Your membership supports excellence in
conservation education through networking with formal and non-formal educators and their support
services, and conservation professionals!

Remember to visit the ICEC Facebook page, like it, and share it! The more you comment on a page's

post, the more that page will show in your news feed! 

Sincerely,
Linette Bernard, Project Coordinator
Iowa Conservation Education Coalition
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