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From the Chair

It's happening again - another change of seasons has crept up on us! For many, that may mean activities
and programming shift their focus. For others, although school is in full-on mode, holiday activities (and a
break!) are just around the corner. Personally, with shorter days and cooler weather, our activities shift a
bit, too.
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The Executive Committee (ExCom) of the ICEC has shifted its focus as well to preparing for the 2025
Winter Workshop, February 8, in Iowa Falls. There is detailed information about the 2025 workshop
elsewhere in this newsletter. An important feature at the Winter Workshop is the ICEC Annual Membership
Meeting. Thank you, ICEC members, for your continuing support of the organization, and I encourage you
to renew your membership if you have not already done so. As members, you will continue to reap the
benefits of being at the forefront of environmental and conservation education. Please encourage others
you know or work with to become members as well. Go to the ICEC website at iowaee.org for more
information.

Meanwhile, embrace the change of seasons, happy holidays, and I look forward to seeing you at the
Winter Workshop 2025 in February.

Louis Beck
ExCom Chair, Iowa Conservation Education Coalition

Back to top

Vote now for ICEC ExCom

As an ICEC, it is time to vote for new executive committee members for the 2025-2027 term. But first, we
need to thank David Conrads and Tony Vorwald for serving two three-year terms on ICEC ExCom, their
contributions have helped strengthen the organization. Our thanks also to Kyla Burns, Kean Roberts, and
Peg Steffen for completing their first term on ExCom.

ExCom members work together and help ICEC provide ways for Iowa’s conservation and environmental
educators to learn, build relationships, and creatively collaborate. Voting will be open until November 30,
2024 at 5:00 p.m.

Click here for voting form!

Below are snippets of the candidate statements for the nominees for the 2025-2027 term on ICEC's
ExCom. Please visit the ICEC website for each nominee’s complete statement (and photo).

Kyla Burns

I am applying for my second term on ExCom. My first term provided me with opportunities to network
with like-minded individuals and I was able to help increase awareness and access to conservation
education in the state of Iowa through the work of the committee. As a former AP environmental science
teacher, I am passionate about conservation and natural resources education. All students should have
access to learning experiences that take them outdoors and allow them to interact with nature first hand.
I would like to extend my membership on the board for another term so I can continue to have
conversations and take action to increase conservation education awareness and opportunities across the
state. Read more...

Ellen Carman

I have had many opportunities to work as a conservation educator early in my career, instructing at the
University of Iowa’s Wildlife Camps, School of the Wild, and outdoor recreation programs. After teaching
5th grade in North Carolina for three years and earning my M.Ed. in Educational Studies, I returned to
Towa City as the Director of Iowa Wildlife Camps and Associate Director of the School of the Wild. I
believe that I can leverage my experience and network to help ICEC continue to provide crucial resources,
training, and support to empower educators and enable our youth to understand and care for Iowa’s
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environment. Read more...

Melissa Haugo
Leadership strengths:

¢ | like collaborating with others to make ideas work.

¢ | show respect to others even if their ideas are different from mine.

« | support and encourage others.

o | make sure to show gratitude towards others even if it's for a small thing.
e | am not afraid to try new ideas.

« | look for opportunities to further my knowledge.

« | strive to communicate clearly with others.

"For the past several years, she has opened Hugging Tree Nature Preschool at her own home. The
content of her preschool is very much outdoor and nature based. The children spend a majority of time
outside and are learning life skills at the same time. The mission specifically states that they are nurturing
a lifelong appreciation of the natural world." Read more...

Kean Roberts

As a teacher that is passionate about pervasive environmental education across the state of Iowa, I
believe that I could supplement ICEC’s mission and vision through my work with students, background in
research-based science and environmental education pedagogies, and research agenda. One skill that I
bring to the table is the knowledge of instructional, systemic, and temporal barriers and motivators
affecting the implementation of environmental education in public school settings. Another skill I bring to
the table is my training in research-based science inquiry and environmental education pedagogy. Read
more...

Peg Steffen

It has been my privilege to have served on the ICEC Board for the last 3 years. I have spent a lifetime
involved in conservation education in one way or another. From family camping, fishing and river
excursions, to Iowa State for a major in biology/zoology with an emphasis on teaching and wildlife
conservation. After 25 years of teaching, I accepted an Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship to work
for NASA Headquarters and then NOAA's National Ocean Service to develop programs for teachers that
promoted Earth stewardship. I am now retired, writing STEM curriculum for NOAA projects and serve as
managing editor for the peer-reviewed journal, The Earth Scientist, a product of the National Earth
Science Teachers Association. Read more...

Back to top

Winter Workshop 2025 - Save the date!
Ecosystems of Learning: Fostering Communities of
Lifelong Environmental Leaders

February 8, 2025
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Ellsworth Community College - Agriculture & Renewable Energy Center

The planning committee working to confirm details as this newsletter is being prepared. The day will have
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a similar agenda to last year’s workshop, starting our day with the ICEC Annual Membership Meeting,
then a welcome and keynote followed by two panel discussions focused on intentional design of outdoor
spaces at your education setting.

The committee is also working on budget and recruiting sponsors to keep costs low. We do however
expect that we'll need to increase prices.

The “Call for Presentations” will be out soon!
Registration to open December 2, 2024 and will close January 22, 2025.

Watch the ICEC website for updated information and registration!

Back to top

Renew Memberships

It's membership renewal time! ICEC is the professional membership organization for conservation and
environmental educators in Iowa. Please continue to be part of our community.

Basic annual membership begins at the $30 level / $20 for current students. Payments made now through
December 31st will be valid for membership through the end of 2025. Please renew by the end of January
2025. Members can also contribute additional funds to help support ICEC’s various projects. All
memberships and donations are truly appreciated!

Please visit our membership page to fill out the individual membership form (remember to click the
submit button at the bottom of the form). We ask folks to do this each year so we capture correct contact
information!

On that form, you indicate how you will be paying... and if by PayPal, that link is on the website page
below the membership form. An invoice from PayPal can be emailed, if needed.

Organization Member Options

A Partner Organization Discount is available to organizations who pay for at least four individual
memberships for staff and can pay with one payment, each membership would receive a $5.00 discount
off the regular membership rate. Each member of the partner organization would have individual member
benefits. Please email Linette / ICEC directly if this situation applies to your organization

A Supporting Organization membership is also available.

Back to top

IAN-ICEC Award Nominations Due Soon

Have you or someone you know done something great for conservation or environmental education (CE /
EE) in Iowa? Nominate them (or yourself) for an IAN-ICEC Award for Excellence in Environmental
Education. These awards are a great way to recognize the wonderful CE / EE happenings in Iowa.

Nominations must be submitted no later than 11:59 p.m. CT December 1, 2024.

Learn more and download the form here!
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Iowa Envirothon 2025

Envirothon is an environmental and natural resource
conservation problem-solving, team-building,
leadership experience, and competition for 9th —
12th grade students (or ages 14-19) across the U.S.
In Iowa, the Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI)
manage this competition, with support from ICEC.
Iowa Envirothon challenges students to hone critical thinking skills and create inventive solutions to the
complex local environmental and natural resource issues facing Iowans today.

4P~ DISTRICTS OF IOWA

With support from %; ICEC

Visit the ICEC Envirothon page to learn more about the competition and to find videos and links to help
you and your students! This is a great learning opportunity for your school’s AP Science classes, TAG, FFA
chapter, or student organization. Start planning now!

2025 Iowa Envirothon Registration is now Open! Registration due by February 28, 2025.

In Iowa, teams of students sign up for an on-line exam. There is a 2-3 week window in March 2025 when
teams and their proctor complete the exam online. The top-scoring teams at the regional level are invited
to the state competition at Jester Park Nature Center.

The format of the state competition is in-person and involves hands-on activities using environmental
science and conservation equipment. The same four areas (soil, water, wildlife, and forestry) are covered
plus a current environmental issue and an oral presentation. The 2025 Envirothon current issue topic is
Roots and Resiliency: Fostering Forest Stewardship in a Canopy of Change.

Back to top

Game Jam 2025

The lowa Environmental Game Jam is a yearly project of ICEC and highlights conservation topics of
interest in Towa.

lowa Endangered species
¢ lowa’s Prairies

« Protecting lowa Waters

¢ lowa Invasive Species

¢ Renewable energy

Soil health

Game design with a conservation focus can inspire curiosity, creativity and problem-solving skills. We
encourage small team collaboration and will accept games from students in grades 3-12. Teams can
develop analog (board games) role-playing games, physical games, or digital games. When complete,
students submit their game prototypes to expert judges through 4-minute videos and winners are
recognized next spring. Video submissions are due February 28, 2025. More details on the ICEC
website.

ICEC Game Jam Registration is open!

Please complete this form so we can communicate with you about the jam and opportunities.

Special opportunity to support your classroom needs! Be one of the first 10 teachers to sign up by
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December 15 and get a one-year ICEC membership and a gift card.

Contact ICEC for additional questions!

Back to top

Algae Project

The Algae Project guide was created by Maggie Voyles as her professional development project as a
Green Iowa AmeriCorps member serving with the Iowa Conservation Education Coalition. Download this
PDF here (4.7 MB).

Back to top

PEEPs

In 2023, the Plains Environmental Education Partnership embarked on a brand new undertaking — a
landscape analysis of environmental and outdoor learning efforts in 6 Plains and Rocky Mountain states.

This project was the result of a collective desire to gain an enhanced understanding of the environmental
and outdoor learning opportunities in our region who are working towards similar goals.

To understand the landscape of environmental and outdoor learning in the Region, we are working
together to survey both environmental and outdoor learning providers, as well as PreK-12 schools,
teachers, and administrators.

Data was collected from environmental and outdoor learning providers in the summer and fall of 2023 and
from teachers and administrators during the spring of 2024 to better understand what, if any,
environmental education is taking place within and outside the classroom.

This data will be used to develop invaluable tools for looking at the field as a whole. These tools will
visualize the outcomes of the analysis and can be used to build or strengthen environmental education
programs and networks across the region and beyond.

When both phases are completed, the landscape analysis will provide:

+ Comprehensive look at organizational reach and environmental and outdoor learning program
offerings

o Comprehensive look at what environmental education is (or is not) happening in schools

» Better understanding of the needs and priorities of teachers and administrators

e Strategies for scaling programs for a broader, more equitable reach

e State and regional findings to inform future planning efforts

|
PreK-12 Teacher and Administrator survey is \ / _
still open! Make your voice heard. -
~
- AN

https://bit.ly/PreK-120utdoorLearning

In just 15 minutes, by completing the survey,
you will help us understand more about the
needs and challenges you face in engaging Environmental and Outdoor Learning

students in outdoor and environmental learning
Prek~17 [avdseape Avalysis
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Learn more here from this ICEC Learning From the Plains to the Mountains
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Thank you to the Pisces Foundation %1 4 i

for supporting this work!
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Back to top

ICEC Resources
Check out these resources available on the ICEC website!

¢ Calendar of events and courses from ICEC, co-sponsored by ICEC, our partner organizations, and
others.
e WILD Resources
o Monthly email to support Project WILD and Aquatic WILD (sign up here)
o Book search for PK-12 and parents / educators
o Project WILD and Aquatic WILD Workshops and Courses
¢ KinderNature includes on the homepage weekly tips in "Max's Corner" and highlighted activity
from the activity bank in KinderNature
o Monthly email to support Growing Up WILD (sign up here)
o Book search for PK-2 and parents / educators
o Growing Up WILD Workshops and Courses
¢ Authentic lowa Data Resources

Back to top

Student Scholarships and Research

North Central Region Water Network

Application for the Watershed Management Research and Outreach Internship Program is now open!
Applications due Monday, November 18, 2024. For more information, check out this recorded webinar
about the program and application process:

lowa Chapter Soil and Water Conservation Society
The Iowa Chapter SWCS is offering two memorial student scholarships. Learn more here: https://
iaswcs.org/student-scholarships

Project Dragonfly

Apply now for courses through Miami University’s Project Dragonfly for graduate courses and master's
degrees that offer extraordinary experiences through zoos and botanical gardens. Click here to learn
about their Advanced Inquiry Program, Global Field Program, and Earth Expeditions. Miami
University’s Project Dragonfly is accepting applications for 2025 Earth Expeditions graduate courses that
offer extraordinary experiences at global field sites in 15 countries throughout Africa, Asia, Australia, and
the Americas.

Back to top

Professional Development

Project WILD
Check out these lowa Project WILD Online Training Modules, available with or without re-certification
credit to receive the new Project WILD and Aquatic WILD guides! The goal of Project WILD is to develop
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awareness, knowledge, skills, and commitment resulting in informed decisions, responsible behavior, and
constructive actions concerning wildlife and the environment. Each online module includes an overview of
the guide and resources for Aquatic WILD and Project WILD; you may order a copy of the guide upon
completion of the activities included in the "modules" on this site. Click here to learn about re-
certification credit through Iowa AEAs for Project WILD / Aquatic WILD. Email the state coordinator
for more info on the credit option.

lowa Prairie Network

The Iowa Prairie Network's Winter Seminar will take place on Saturday, February 15th 2025 at Ames High
School (1801 Ridgewood Ave, Ames IA 50010). Watch the website for details to come: https://www.
iowaprairienetwork.org/

University of Northern lowa

The University of Northern lowa MA Science Education graduate program is the only online program in
Towa for K-12 teachers that integrates theory, application, and content, plus allows you to update
pedagogy, add endorsement areas or update content knowledge in your specialty area. Learn more at
online.uni.edu/science-education. If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Del Carlo, UNI
Science Education Graduate Coordinator (sciedgradcoord@uni.edu)

Blank Park Zoo

Check out these teacher workshops from the Blank Park Zoo in November 2024, January and March
2025! These academic year workshops run 4:00 to 9:30 p.m. on Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on
Saturday. Each class cost is $65.00 to help cover materials and meals, payable to Blank Park Zoo online;
plus AEA credit fees (information regarding AEA registration will be sent to participants prior to each
class). Workshops held in either the Events Center or Discovery Center Conference rooms at the zoo.
Registration and prepayment are required.

Wilderness First Responder Course
Linn County Conservation is hosting a Wilderness First Responder Course at Wickiup Hill Learning Center

from January 27 — February 4, 2025. More info on deposit, costs here.

Back to top

NAAEE Resources

Have you checked out eePRO to see all the fabulous resources and
opportunities? Bookmark this page and visit when needing inspiration.
Also check out the Youth Outdoor Policy Playbook and the Environmental
Education and Civic Engagement

naaee
Affiliate Network

OUTSIDE

Calling all school administration to check out the Superintendents’ EE
Collaborative (SEEC) - learn more about SEEC, the collaborative, and download
the toolkit.

The NAAEE campaign Outside for 5 encourages teachers and educators to engage in outdoor learning for
at least five minutes a day, five days a week, or any meaningful amount of time. Learn more at the

Outside for 5 website.

Back to top

Resources and Links
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Conservation Outcomes Webinar Series | Natural Resources Conservation Service
Check out the webinars upcoming and the past recorded webinars! Registration is not required. Access
instructions are available on the Conservation Outcomes Webinar Series webpage.

Edutopia
Breaking Down the Complex Work of Teaching PBL Into Manageable Chunks

NOAA

2024 Climate Literacy Guide - Essential Principles for Understanding and addressing Climate Change. The
guide aims to promote greater climate literacy by providing this educational and communication
framework of principles and concepts. Learn more here: https://www.climate.gov/teaching/climate

lowa PBS Phenomena Project

Towa Science Phenomena is a website and service dedicated to supporting classrooms through a curated
collection of user-generated, Iowa-focused science phenomena. Explore videos highlighting Iowa master
teachers modeling phenomena-based strategies and practices in their classroom as well as elementary,
middle and high school students sharing their experiences learning with Iowa-based phenomena. Explore
these videos and learn how you can use and contribute to the lowa Science Phenomena website today!

CLEAN

The Stink Test: Validating Resources - This learning activity provides a systematic and objective
framework to enable students to develop skills to recognize whether a source of information is
scientifically valid or not. https://icedrill-education.org/portfolio/the-stink-test-validating-resources/

Community Commons

Community Commons is a robust online platform that supports change-makers working to advance
equitable community health and well-being. For over a decade, this group has connected those driving
change to the best tools, resources, data, and stories to support this work. Explore the Community
Indicator Library!

Children & Nature Network (C&NN)

The big benefits of outdoor credit recovery programs, “We're not just earning credits here,” says
Adam Kunz, EdD., “"What we're trying to do is create something that connects students to learning,
connects students to joy, connects students to what school probably was at some point in their life.”

Check out the C&NN infographic archive describing the benefits of nature!

Monarch Joint Venture
Check out the resources available on the Monarch NECTAR Hub, including Mini Monarch Essentials in
Spanish and English. Check out other Spanish language resources.

Biotechnology Outreach Education Center Opportunities (lowa State University)

¢ School Visits - Learn more and schedule a visit here

e Materials Lending - Explore the available resources and borrow materials here
e BOEC Podcasts - Listen to the latest episodes here

Check out the BOEC professional development offerings!

Back to top

Other News
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lowa Water Conference recap

ICEC ExCom Member and University of lowa PhD candidate, Sam Taylor, discusses his research using
technology to describe algae blooms during the poster sessions at the during the lowa Water Conference,
September 2024. Sam was awarded first place in the poster judging. The future is bright!

T

Keep lowa Beautiful, a statewide non-profit organization committed to enhancing the beauty, economic
health, and cultural vitality of Iowa communities, is announcing our 15th Annual Photo Contest! And we
want YOU to be a part of it! Learn more here!

Back to top

The Iowa Conservation Education Coalition (ICEC) is a 501(c)3 Iowa non-profit first organized in 1958!
We have a long-standing tradition of providing professional development to formal and non-formal
educators in conservation and environmental education. ICEC is the unifying voice for conservation and
environmental education in Iowa.

ICEC needs you! If you need to renew your membership, visit our website. Memberships expire on
December 31 and should be renewed by January 31. Your membership supports excellence in
conservation education through networking with formal and non-formal educators and their support
services, and conservation professionals!

Remember to visit the ICEC Facebook page, like it, and share it! The more you comment on a page's
post, the more that page will show in your news feed!

Sincerely,

Linette Bernard, Project Coordinator

lowa Conservation Education Coalition
exec@iowaee.org
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Executive Committee Members

Louis Beck, Chair
Retired, FFA / Agriculture Education

Tiffany Morgan, Vice-Chair, Secretary
lowa PBS

Heather Gamm, Treasurer
Fayette County Conservation

Kyla Burns
Johnston High School

Dave Conrads
Ul WILD, University of lowa College of Education

Jared McGovern
Director, Wanderwood Gardens

Ted Neal
U of lowa, Science Education

Jim Pifer
Science Curric. Coord., Southeast Polk CSD

S

Kean Roberts

Ames Comm. School District / Drake University

Peg Steffen
Retired science teacher, STEM Consultant

Sam Taylor
PhD Student, University of lowa

Anthony Vorwald
Jackson County Conservation Board

Gus Elliott, Ex-officio
lowa Department of Natural Resources

Chris Like, Ex-officio
lowa Department of Education

Jerry Neppel, Ex-officio
lowa Department of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship

Carlee Sabus Ex-officio
Conservation Districts of lowa
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